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Reading Comprehension

Read the article below and answer the following questions.0 O 00 60 0 O

O 1]

Developing entrepreneurs : a conflicting paradox in Japan

The Wall Street Journalll recently reported the story of an American high school
student, Diane Keng, who by day, attends school classes, in the afternoon practices
badminton in her school club, and in between eating and sleeping has launched
three Internet companies, the latest being MyWeboo.com. Keng said that her age,
her gender, and her lack of experience do not deter her from “going after what she

wants.”
How different this is to the experience of students in Japan.

The World Economic Forum’s annual Global Information Technology Report is
the world’s most comprehensivel” 2 and authoritativel” ? international assessment
of the impact of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) on the de-
velopment process and the competitiveness of nations. It covers 133 economies
worldwide. The Report lists Japan as 215, behind Singapore (1), Hong Kong (8),
Taiwan (11), and South Korea (15). The U.S. and the United Kingdom ranked 5"

and 13 respectively.l?

Japan, however, fared much better in the Global Competitiveness Report, placing
8t with Singapore (3) as the only other Asian country outperforming (D it on the
scale. Simply put, competitive economies are those that have in place fac‘;)rs that
drive the productivity enhancements!” 4 on which their present and future prosper-
ity is built. Japan scored exceptionally well, either first or second, on such measures
as capacity for innovation, company spending on research and development (R&D),

availability of scientists and utility patents.

(O 1]
O 2]
(O 3]
(O 4]
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@ Ironically, Japan did not perform so well across all measures for technological
readiness, apart from technology absorption!™ % | which was ranked 2. The ability
for an economy to adopt existing technologies to enhance the productivity of its
industries in today’s globalized world has increasingly become an important ele-
ment if societies are to compete and prosper. In particular, ICTs have evolved into
“general purpose tools” facilitating important and necessary crossovers into other
areas in society. Therefore, access to and usage of ICT are essential components
of an economy’s overall level of technological readiness. In this context, the level
of technology available to firms in a country needs to be distinguished from the

country’s ability to innovate and expand the frontiers of knowledge.

Japan also received a mediocrel” ¢ ranking on higher education and training, with
the quality of education being ranked 31, and quality of math and science at
25" on the global scale. Quality higher education and training is also crucial for
economies that want to move up the value chain beyond simple production of prod-
ucts. Today it is necessary that societies nurturel” 7 the well-educated workers who

are able to adapt rapidly to their changing environment.

Notwithstanding, overall, Japan remained relatively stable (7*! to 8'"), mainly be-
cause Japan continues to enjoy a major competitive edge in the areas of business
sophistication and innovation at the company level. Furthermore, Japan benefits
from the strong availability of scientists and engineers and high company spending

on R&D (2"¢ on both measures).

What can we make of this conflicting situation? On the one hand Japan’s capacity

for innovation ranks @ second to none, and yet the education and technological

measures that can enhance the innovation are not performing as well. Although
many questions could additionally be asked as to why innovation is not trickling up
or down the societal chain, the data seems to support the evidence that innovation

is not encouraged in formal educational practices in Japan.
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@ Japan needs to address!” & the shortcomings on the technological and educational

measures if it is to keep its strong position on competitiveness measures!” ¥ in the

future. Ninety to ninety-five percent of all new products fail, so “it is important

that students must focus on doing their research and solving a real consumer need.”
Education can help to develop the entrepreneurial spirit. However, developing an
entrepreneurial mentality is different from traditional school activities like clubs or
festivals. Those activities have a role, but “there needs to be a place for those kids

who are entrepreneurs and are a little bit eccentric and who are willing to push the

envelope... If they’re going to fail, they might as well fail when they are young.”

[1] G. A. Fowler, Teenage Entrepreneurs, The Wall Street Journal, May 11th,
2010,

http://finance.yahoo.com/career-work /article/109472/teenage-entrepreneurs?mod=career-work

[2] The Global Information Technology Report,

http://www.weforum.org/en/initiatives/gcp/Global%20Information%20Technology %20Report /index.htm

[3] The Global Competitiveness Report,

http://www.weforum.org/en/initiatives/gcp/Global%20Competitiveness%20Report /index.htm

[4] C. Schmidt, quoted in [1]
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0 1 What does @ it refer to? Choose the best answer from the following.
Ooo00O 300

O A0
0 BU
0 Co
0 DO

the workplace environment
Global Competitiveness Report
Japan

all of the above

0 2 What does @ ironically suggest in the context of the text? Choose the best
answer from the following. OO0 400

0 A0
0 BUO
0co

0 DO

it is no surprise that Japan ranked well on both reports
it is a surprise that Japan’s ranking for technological readiness was low

it is no surprise that Japan’s ranking for technology was higher than

expected

it is a surprise that Japan ranked second for its technology innovation

0 3 What does @ second to none refer to and mean in the context of the

article? Choose the best answer from the following:0 O O 300

O A0
0 BU
0co
0 DO

Japan’s capacity for innovation is the best
Japan’s capacity for innovation is the second best
Japan’s education and technological measures are best

Japan’s education and technological measures are second best

[0 4 What seems to be the main goal of this article? Choose the best answer

from the following:O0 0 O 500

0 A0
0 BUO
0 co
0 DO

To improve Japan’s ranking on the Global Information Technology Report
To improve Japan’s ranking over other Asian countries
To prove that Japanese students are not as good as American students

To highlight the need to change educational practices



0 5 What conflicting dichotomy or dichotomies” 1% is/are presented in the ar-

ticle? Choose the best answer from the following. OO 0O 50O

O A0

0 BUO

0 cCO

0 DO

Japan ranked well on global competitiveness but performed poorly on tech-

nology and educational measures.

Japan ranked well for innovation at the company level but there is little
evidence that entrepreneurial practices were being encouraged in educa-
tion.

Japan ranked poorly on educational quality and technology measures but

still maintained its relative overall ranking in 2009.

All of the above.

0 6 Judge true or false for each statement below, according to the text.

oD 2000

0O A0

0 BUO

0 cCO

0 DO

From the data provided in the text, the Global Information Technology
Report ranked the United Kingdom ahead of Taiwan but behind South
Korea.

Japan maintained its competitive edge because of the innovation taking
place in higher education.

Quality higher education is a necessary factor if countries want to move
away from a product production-reliant based economy.

Countries that adopt existing technologies to improve productivity increase

their potential to compete and prosper in the global market.

[0 7 Translate the underlined sentence @ into Japanese. 0 00 200 O

OWopgp200 (O]



IT Academic Skills

Using the article and the following data, answer the question below.O0 0 00 40 O O

Ododooooddn
0 “The Global Competitiveness Report 2009-2010 0 © 2009 World

Economic Forum” 00 2.1: Country/Economy Profiles 0 Japan[

Ooooooogn

O http://ger.weforum.org/gcr09,/0 O O

Analyze Japan’s global competitiveness and its potential to be a more effective and
competitive economy in the future. Write your answer in English within 90-120

words.
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