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PART 1: Reading Comprehension (40 points)

Read the article below and answer the following questions.

After a 10-year longitudinal research project of technology integration in classrooms
at senior high schools in the USA, the Apple Classrooms of Tomorrow (ACOT) research
report observed that students became experts, task managers, collaborators, evaluators
and independent explorers. In other words, they were not simply passive recipients
of information delivered by a teacher. Cooperation, collaboration, peer interaction
and teamwork developed ag students began to share task responsibilities during school
classes and later in after-school meetings. The ACOT researchers also highlighted higher
academic achievements in end-of-course tests, and observed an increase in students’ self-
esteem and motivation. @ It took a while but students’ beliefs about ‘being a student’
also changed, as the ACOT researchers Sandholtz, Ringstaff and Dwyer {1997} explain:

ZEEIEREDD, COBHIDEIRITERLTHYET
(Sandholz, Ringstaff and Dwyer (1997), p.80)

Why is this research significant for universities? First, information in the 915t century
is being converted to digital formats. Examples include educational DVDs and CD-
ROMs, online learning systems such as Moodle, databases of electronic journals and
books, entertainment accessible on the World Wide Web, university courses at iTunes
U, and much more. The information is not static like a book but interactive. Links to
animated examples or movies provide a more multimodal perspective of information.
Secondly, consider the impact of digital resources on learners in higher education.
Students will become empowered to decide where, when, what and how they wish to
study. Consequently, university teaching will need to shift away from the traditional,
teacher dependent ‘just in case’ learning (i.e. just in case it’s in the exam!) to the
development of learners who can analyze, authenticate and apply information that
they can turn into useful personal ‘knowledge’. Thirdly, students will need to develop
communication skills for personal, face-to-face interaction and also digital synchronous
and asynchronous communication such as video-conferencing and e-mail, respectively.
Finally, it will become essential for students to know how to filter, organize and present

information; be self-learners, self-motivators, and self-assessors; and develop goal setting,
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time management and teamwork skills as documented in another ACOT report:

EZEEIEREDD, COBMBHIDEIRITERLTHYFET
(Technology’ s Impact on Learning (2002))

If education is changing worldwide, then so must ways of supporting students in becoming

2150 century learners. In the 2150

century, reading, writing and math skills will remain
central to learning as the volume of textual and numerical digital information grows.
However, companies will want employees who can interpret and make use of this information,
and convert it into ‘knowledge’. Therefore, there are high expectations of students to
adapt to the 918t century workplace and that they become equipped with the skills to
be ‘knowledge’ workers. This is known as a country’s ‘human capital’. Such capital is
not developed through traditional teaching, as confirmed by the ACOT research and
numerous cther research worldwide, but requires an inter-disciplinary, collaborative,
communicative and multimodal approach (Field, Vallance & Yamamoto, 2008). These
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are the requirements of all 21" century learners.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

THICBDNTVERAFILEL EDWT, UTOFBWIZEZnE W,
Based on the information provided in the above article, answer the following

questions.

Answer True (O) or False (x): [10 points]

a. Technology integration in school classrooms resulted in higher test scores.

b. Human capital is the monetary value of studying.

c. Employees who convert information into knowledge will become less
valued.

d. 218t century students need to have strong teamwork skills.

e. Supporting students to become 21st century learners is unnecessary

D1t took a while but students’ beliefs about ‘being a student’ also changed.

2. | According to the article, what does this statement indicate? Choose the best

answer from the following. [10 points]

a. Students now prefer traditional instruction.
b. Students now prefer lectures.

. Students now prefer active involvement.

[

d. Students now prefer pagsive involvement.

With reference to this article, suggest an appropriate title and justify your

choice. Write your answer in English. [20 points]




PART 2: Academic Skills (60 points)

In your own words, explain why the author believes students and teachers must adapt
for the 215t century workplace. Write an essay of approximately 150 to 200 words in
English.

(60 points|
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