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Part 1 Reading Comprehension
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The way computers are being used is radically changing. In 1984 a small Silicon
Valley company named Apple introduced the world to an affordable computer with
a graphical user interface (GUI). For the first time, computer users could use their
hands to manipulate objects on a screen. To move the objects, an external device called
a mouse had to be used. Unfortunately, manipulating a mouse at that time was like
grappling with a wet bar of soap. Nevertheless, the concept of the computer GUI and the
mouse took off. Since then we have been using a mouse to move objects on a computer

ScCreeri.

Another external device associated with computer usage is the keyboard. Typing
individual letters with fingers is a carryover from typewriters. Even the layout of the
English keyboard is exactly the same as an old typewriter. Did you know that (Dit is
a purposely flawed design aimed at slowing down skilled typists so that the mechanical

parts of the typewriter do not become jammed?

Consequently, for nearly thirty years we have been using the poorly designed mouse and

keyboard to operate our computers. Well, maybe not any longer.

@A number of research labs around the world are discovering the benefits of touch

technology and again it is Apple who is introducing the world to an affordable touch

interface with its iPod Touch and iPad devices. However, there are also other companies

with a specific interest in creating and enhancing alternative interfaces for computing.

Sony is developing flexible electronic paper for electronic readers. These are computers
whose primary purpose is to display electronic books with Internet access and multimedia
support such as videos and photographs. The BBC recently reported that Sony claims
to have created the world’s most flexible light-emitting display technology so far. The
prototype, called Gummi, uses bendable organic light-emitting display (OLED) technology.
It is so thin and flexible that the colour display can be rolled around a pencil while

streaming video.



Other companies are working on flexible display technology. LG Display and Plastic
Logic plan to launch 11.5-inch (29 cm) flexible electronic paper (e-paper) displays.
Phillips has also been trying to reduce manufacturing costs of e-paper so that it is
affordable.

Toshiba is working with a company from Finland called Senseg. They recently demonstrated
its New Sensation UI Solution. BBC reporter Michael Fitzpatrick writes, “Their touch
device can produce localized tactile feedback by controlling the electric charge on a film
affixed to the touch panel. It means users can feel different sensations such as touching

wood, metal and soft materials.”

Even Disney is in the market of touch technology. Doctor Ivan Poupyrev, a senior
researcher at Disney Research Labs says, “The basic goal of the technology we are
developing at Disney is to create a perception of texture - to let people ‘feel’ objects on

screen by stroking them with their fingers.”

The biggest impact of touch technology will be the electronic books (e-books). Currently
these books can be downloaded to electronic readers such as the Sony Reader, Amazon
Kindle and Apple iPad. Twenty two percent of book sales are predicted to be electronic
sales in 2010. In the near future Amazon is expected to release a flexible electronic

reader that can be folded and stored like a paperback book.

Magazines and newspapers are already providing electronic reader versions of their texts.
The added advantage is that videos, photographs and audio can be included to enhance
the experience. Users are able to touch a newspaper on their electronic reader and watch
an up-to-date news video. The flexible reader can also be folded up and placed in a

shirt pocket. Fans of the popular Harry Potter films will have seen such a newspaper
called The Quibbler.

In education, universities are looking at providing course books online for students to

download to their electronic readers.

In conclusion, the way people use computers is about to change. Touch technology and
flexible displays will bring many new experiences and the computer mouse will indeed

soon feel like a large bar of wet soap.
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00 0O In 1884 Apple introduced an affordable touch screen computer.
0 O 0 The English keyboard was designed to reduce the typing speed of typists.

O O O Sony’s flexible display can play a video while being wrapped around a
pencil.

0 O O Research into touch computing is an international effort.

0 O O The Quibbler can display text and video.

0 O 0 The original computer mouse was designed to be like a bar of soap
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One of the reasons that computer use will change is that

0 O O the mouse and keyboard do not work.

0 O O touch technology only works on the iPad.
0 O O Disney is helping Harry Potter.

0 O O flexible displays are becoming portable.

0 O O universities are providing electronic readers.
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Part 2 Personal Response to the Writing
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What do you think are the advantages OR disadvantages of replacing paper
books with electronic readers? In your answer, you should include at least three

supporting ideas. (120 - 150 words)
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