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Part 1 Reading Comprehension

Read the following article and answer the questions (1)—(6). (00 600 )

After World War II, many Japanese united under a common goal: rebuild Japan into
an economically powerful nation. That goal was accomplished. Between the late 1950s
and the 1980s, Japan’s economy grew at an astonishing rate of around ten percent
annuallyl!. Today’s younger generation should take great pride in the efforts of their
parents and grandparents, as they would not have many of the modern luxuries that are
often taken for granted. If this economic growth had not occurred, it is possible that

Japan would be an extremely different country.

Unfortunately, Japan’s economy peaked when the bubble economy collapsed in 1991.
The world has since changed dramatically in the almost two decades that have passed.
Communication technologies, driven by the strong acceptance and absorption of the
Internet in the daily lives of people throughout the industrialized world, have improved
so rapidly that it is impossible, or at least foolish, for companies to continue using
business models that are decades old. To survive, or better yet thrive, in today’s global

economic climate, drastic changes are needed.

In July of 2010, one Japanese company announced a major change. To become a
global player in the Internet shopping market, Rakuten announced that all employees

must speak English by 2012. DWhen the new policy takes effect in 2012, all internal

meetings will take place in English regardless of whether native speakers are present or

not. Rakuten’s president, Hiroshi Mikitani, has stated that all current employees who

cannot speak English by 2012 will lose their jobs!?.

Why such drastic measures? While Rakuten is currently the largest Internet shopping
site in Japan, President Mikitani has his eyes on much bigger goals. According to Japan
Today, he expects that overseas business will account for 70% of the total number of
sales in the near futurel®. He also expects to establish Internet sales in 27 countries and
regions. Obviously, he believes that if the majority of his 6,000 employees cannot speak

English, these goals are impossible.



Of course, there are critics to Mikitani’s plans to make English the official language of a
Japanese company. Is it realistic to expect employees to learn the English language in
just two years? Can effective communication take place using a second language? Many

people will be watching to see if this experiment will lead to profitable results.

According to the Japan Times, Rakuten is not the only company trying to create a
stronger English environment in the workplace. Fast Retailing Co., which owns the
clothing store Uniqlo, also plans to make English its official language from March 2012.
Many other Japanese companies, such as Nissan and Nomura Holdings, have such a

large global reach that English is needed for many of their employees.

English is only one of many skills that can help Japanese companies prosper globally.
Japan is a country with great potential but unless the young generation takes some
initiative, Japan will lose the competitive edge it once had over other Asian countries
with growing economies such as China and South Korea. As their grandparents once
did, it is hoped that young people will think strongly about the future of Japan and take

the time to increase their skills so they can contribute to making their vision a reality.

References:

[1] Japan Culture Profile. “Post-war economic recovery.” Accessed Aug 15, 2010 at
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a. Hiroshi Mikitani’s Vision of Japan

b. English as Japan’s National Language

c. Adapting for Globalization

d. Rakuten’s Plan for English Doomed for Failure
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a. The way people around the world communicate has changed.
b. English has become the dominant language in business.
¢. Countries need to depend on domestic sales.

d. All people have Internet access in their homes.
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a. He thinks the majority of his employees will be unable to communicate
in English by 2012.

b. He believes that if Rakuten doesn’t adapt to globalization, the company’s
future profits will be limited.

c. He believes that Rakuten will be less dependent on the Internet once

employees can communicate in English.

d. He is upset that other companies are creating English policies as well.
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a. Japan had about four decades of double-digit economic growth in the
20th century.

b. One factor that led to Japan’s post-war success was the hard work of its
citizens.

c. Other countries are rivaling Japan for the role of Asia’s economic leader.

d. Japan must look to increasing global profits due to its decreasing

population.
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a. Japan’s younger generation is ready and enthusiastic about adapting to
globalization.

b. Japan’s youth can build a strong nation if they take responsibility for
their future.

c. The future success of Japan is independent of the attitude of the younger
generation.

d. People will only adapt to globalization if forced to do so by companies.



Part 2 Questions about a Japanese text

Read the following article and answer the questions (1) — (3) in English.
(0D 300)
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According to the article, what is the biggest problem the global society has

faced? Write your answer in one paragraph (about 20 to 30 words).

According to the article, what are the characteristics of a smart city? Write

your answer in one paragraph (about 20 to 30 words).

According to the article, what is needed in Japan to create a smart city? Write

your answer in one paragraph (about 20 to 30 words).




Part 3 Opinions

The article in Part 1 gave the example of how Rakuten is going to have an
English policy from 2012. Do you think this policy will help the company be
successful? Write your opinion in one or two paragraphs (about 125 to 150
words). (Write in English) (OO 400)




Part 4 Explanatory Skills

Write one or two paragraphs (about 125 to 150 words) explaining how you plan
to contribute to Japan’s future. (Write in English) (00 400)




Part 5 Personal Response

The last paragraph of the article in Part 1 states: “English is only one of many
skills that can help Japanese companies prosper globally.” What are two other
skills that could help strengthen Japan on a global scale? Explain your answer.
(about 100 to 125 words) (Write in English) (0 0 300)






