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Part 1 Reading Comprehension

Read the following article and answer questions (1)—(8). (Bt 70 i)

Few people question the ubiquity of the applications of science. We are led to believe
that technology is all for the good, and indeed is a measure of humankind’s progress.
There is a simple equation: the more technology we have the more advanced and better
off we are. We are seldom encouraged to question this. Nevertheless it is worth ques-
tioning ()this axiom because we have reached a point where technology is beginning
to define us, rather than us defining technology. Unfortunately, people who question
the virtuousness of technology are often ridiculed as being technophobes or @Luddites,
in reference to the group of 19th century workers who stood against the advance of
technology.

Who really benefits from technologies: the consumers and users of technology, or the

designers and creators? @We, as consumers, are told that if we acquire a certain

technology our lives will be enhanced. And yet, soon we are again being encouraged to

buy the next version of the device, because yet again our lives will be enhanced. On
unpacking the new product we all experience that glow of pleasure at being the owner
of the latest and greatest gadget, but this excitement soon disappears. And yet, we
have become addicted: an addiction that is soon sated by the purchase of the next and
better model. Surely, it is not we, the consumers that benefit from this conveyor belt of
endless production and consumption, is it?

We tend to think of technology as being a concrete object, something we can hold
and interact with. Yet some academics also consider intangible things such as writing
systems to be a form of technology. Writing, the ability to represent and communicate
ideas in a way that can be understood by others in different times and places, has surely
had a huge positive impact on the lives of humans. It has allowed both knowledge
about the world and inspiring literature to be passed down the ages so that literate
people can benefit from the wisdom and creativity of people who are no longer alive. In
spite of that, even this technology may have done more harm than good. For example,
@Postmanl) in quoting from Plato, points out that the danger of writing is that we
come to rely on books rather than using our own memories. A similar criticism has also
been made against the Internet. @Bauerleinz) argues that young people’s use of the

Internet, rather than making them smarter, has in fact made them dumber.
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On the other hand, there are those who believe that computers and the Internet
will have a positive impact on how we learn. Yet this absolute belief in all things
shiny in the world of education has been questioned. Berry® (2001, p.132) wrote: “The
complicity of the arts and humanities in this conquest (of technology) is readily apparent
in the enthusiasm with which the disciplines, schools, and libraries have accepted their
ever-growing dependence in electronic technologies that are, in fact, as all of history
shows, not necessary to learning or teaching and which have produced no perceptible
improvement in either.” So, the next time you are about to buy a piece of technology,

ask yourself, “Who is going to benefit most from my purchase?”
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a. It refers to the belief that technology is always good.
b. It refers to the idea that people are being defined by technology.
c. It refers to the question about the ubiquity of technology.

d. It refers to the opinion that we are now defining technology.

ARER @Luddites DI ANTZEDZ . BHEULEDELLNDE
REEDHFN S —DFEY, 5 TEX L.

a. Academics who have written about technology
b. Teachers who support the use of technology in education

. People who were against the introduction of technology

o

o,

. Creators of the latest and greatest gadgets
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a. A friend of the ancient Greek philosopher Plato
b. An academic who works for the post office

. A supporter of the use of technology in education

o

(o

. A person who has written about technology
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He thinks it has been good for young people.

ISR

He claims that it has made young people less clever.

He believes that it is a good source of information.

o

e

He argues that it will improve the education of young people.
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a. Writing is a form of technology.
b. Writing is a means of communication.

c. We have become addicted to technology.

o,

. Technology has to be something we can touch.
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. He believes that it is almost always a good thing.

a
b. He claims that it is a sign of our progress.

o

He believes that it mainly benefits its creators.

e

He thinks it is necessary to enhance education.
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a. Questioning Technology

b. Gadgets are a Mark of Progress

¢. Humankind’s Mastery of Technology

d. The Positive Impact of Technology on Society




Part 2 Questions About a Japanese Text

Read the following article and answer questions (1) — (4). (Bl 40 i)
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For each of the following statements, mark O if it is a correct description of the

H5

N1 virus, and mark x if it is not.

a. H5N1 is a virus that is commonly found in mammals.

H5N1 viruses circulating in nature have acquired the ability to spread
easily between humans.

Researchers have not yet fully understood how H5N1 viruses change their
genetic structure.

Approximately 60% of people who get infected with H5N1 die.

What does /Y7 X v 2’ (pandemic) mean in the article? Choose the best

answer below.

a

b

@)

o

. the total number of people who are infected with an infectious disease
. public opinion toward scientific research
. the public being in a state of panic

. global outbreak of an infectious disease

According to the article, what worried NSABB most about the publication of
the new H5N1 studies? Choose the best answer below.

H5N1 viruses have been spreading all over the world and may arrive in
the USA soon.

Scientists are encouraging terrorists to plan a biological attack somewhere
in the world.

People with bad intentions may replicate the experiments based on the
published information.

H5N1 researchers may get infected with the virus by conducting experi-

ments.




Choose the statement that best summarizes the author’s opinion.

a. Disclosing full information and communication between researchers and
the public will help people understand the risks of certain research and
prepare for emergency situations.

b. It is only a matter of time that H5N1 viruses will disappear from the
earth. Therefore, it is important to examine the viruses more closely and
collect some samples for future use.

c. Publishing the controversial HSN1 research findings will increase the pos-
sibility of a new bird flu pandemic. Therefore, NSABB’s recommendation
was the most reasonable response.

d. Science journals must compare the benefits and the risks of each research

project before they decide on publishing the findings.




Part 3 Opinions

What are three skills that a good scientist needs in the 21st century? Write
one paragraph (at least 60 words) in English explaining why these skills are
important. (Bl 30 5X)
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Part 4 Explanatory Skills

Write one paragraph (at least 60 words) in English to convince the author of

Part 1 that technology is a good thing. Include at least three reasons.
(BL 5 30 £X)




Part 5 Personal Response

Think about your own life and write one paragraph (at least 60 words) in
English describing how technology has caused problems for you or someone

you know personally. (B 30 &)
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