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Part 1 Reading Comprehension
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Plagiarism and the Internet

The act of copying another person’s ideas or writing has existed since humans have been
able to think and write. In fact, the transcribing of speech and copying of documents
has been the most efficient way of keeping records and transmitting information. Thus,
copying is not necessarily a bad activity. It becomes bad when someone makes it appear
that the words and ideas they have copied are their own. This is a kind of fraud, which
is called plagiarism. The Collins Cobuild Dictionary for Advanced Learners (2001)
defines plagiarism as “the practice of using or copying someone else’s idea or work and

pretending that you thought of it or created it.”

So what is wrong with plagiarism? Just as taking someone else’s property and claiming
that it is your own is stealing, plagiarism is stealing someone else’s words and ideas.
For people in academic institutions such as universities who are working to advance
knowledge by publishing original ideas, this act of theft is especially bad. When people
plagiarise, they are taking away credit from the original writer. This can be particularly

harmful to the academic careers of those who publish new ideas.

With the advent of the Internet, Jude Carroll notes that “students didn’t need to start
their essays with a blank screen. Other people’s words could be easily imported.”"
In other words, the Internet and search engines have made plagiarism much easier to
commit. When you are online, you are never more than just a few mouse clicks away
from an article about almost anything. Copying this information from a web page to

your word processor has become very easy.

Accurate statistics of the number of students that plagiarise are hard to find: official
figures only include the number of students that have been caught, and people do not
readily admit to this misdeed. In 2008, the Guardian Newspaper reported that about
7 in every 1,000 British students had plagiarised.?) This year, the New York Times
reported that 61% of 14,000 undergraduates admitted to cheating on assignments and

exams.?)



(DThe Internet has not only made plagiarism easier, but also it has changed the way

people treat information. Digital data (text, movies or images) can be copied, re-edited

and combined together and then published online. Students regularly see these “mashed

up” creations, and maybe even create mashups themselves. As a result, they come to

think that copying text, and pretending that it is their own is acceptable.

However, the big difference between mashups and university essays is that with a mashup
the creator does not get credit for the original material, but may be praised for the way
he has recombined the data. In the case of a university essay, a student gets credit for
the words and ideas because it is assumed that they are his or her own. However, if the
student has copied these words and ideas, and acts as if they are original, the student

is guilty of plagiarism and should be punished.
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0 O O Copying text is cheating when you act as if the ideas in the text are your

own.
0 O O Mashups and university essays should be treated in the same way.
0 O O Plagiarism is an acceptable activity in universities.

0 O O Seven percent of British students are guilty of plagiarism.

0 O 0 The Internet has changed the way people use information.

00 (0)0(0)0000000000000000000 “plagiarism” 000
000000 “plagiarism” 100 000000000000000000
(00 100)

0 0O O A student copies some text from a book and adds it to her essay. In her
essay, she marks the text that has been copied, and indicates where the

text was found and who wrote it.

000 A student hands in a composition in which three sentences of the text
have been copied from a web page. There is no reference to the original

author of these words.

0 O O A student copies some notes taken by his friend in a lecture. He makes a

note of who gave the lecture and who made the original notes.

00O 0O A student finds some data in a web site. He uses this data in an essay,

and acknowledges the source of this data.
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00O 0 An essay written by a student in which the text has been copied from
various books, journals and web sites.

000 A famous feature-length movie that has been uploaded to the Internet
for people to download and watch for free.

00O O A section in a book that contains an interesting comment made by an
academic. At the end of the quote is a reference to the original author.

0 0O O A short video created by mixing sections of some music videos made by

well-known artists and a homemade soundtrack.

Ub0o0O0ooooooobooogo plagiarism 0000000000 O0OO0OO
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0 00O The author believes that the creation of original ideas is at the centre
of university life, and therefore other peoples’ ideas should always be

recognised.

0 O O Plagiarism should not be accepted in universities because it encourages

students to mix digital sources into new works which they then put online.

0 0 0O The author believes plagiarism is bad because at least 60% of students

admit to copying other people’s ideas and words.

0 00O The author does not think plagiarism is bad because only 0.007% of

students have been caught for cheating on assignments and exams.
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0 O O Copying other people’s words or ideas is a misdeed to which few people
admit. The Internet has made copying even easier because it is possible
to find web pages about almost any topic. This bad practice is the same
as recombining digital material into new works. Students who copy and
mash up should be punished.

0 O O Plagiarism is the same as stealing. Instead of the theft of property it
is the theft of an ideas and words. Also like theft, plagiarism is illegal
and people who commit plagiarism should be punished like a thief. The
Internet has made it much easier to discover students who plagiarise, so
we can expect instances of plagiarism to decrease.

O O O If someone acts as if the words or ideas they have produced are their own,
they are guilty of plagiarism. The Internet has made plagiarism even
easier to commit. However, students need to understand that plagiarism
is not the same as creating a mashup; combining multiple digital sources
into a new work.

0 O O Before the Internet existed, plagiarism was very rare. For example, fewer
than 7 in 1,000 students copied other people’s work. However, now as
many as 60% of students copy other students’ words and ideas and pretend
they are their own. They do this because they see examples of plagiarism

online every day.
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Part 2 Personal Response to the Writing
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In your opinion, what is the main advantage and main disadvantage of the
(1) | Internet for university students? Write two paragraphs. (about 100-150 words
total) (OO 150)

In your opinion, what are three functions of universities? Explain your answers.

Write one paragraph. (about 100-150 words) (0 O 15 O)






