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Part 1 Reading Comprehension

gbbobuoogobbbuoooobob (OO 700)

Will technology make learning languages unnecessary?

In the past, if you wanted to speak with people who did not speak your language,
you had to have some mastery over their language or a mutually shared language. If you
wanted to write well in another language, you may have had access to a dictionary, but
you still needed to have mastered the grammar and syntax of that language. However,
technological advances have reduced the need to learn other languages. Furthermore,
in the near future, advances in machine translation (MT) and artificial intelligence will
make the learning of other languages a thing of the past.

The opinion in the preceding paragraph is an extreme one. A more realistic view
is that despite advances in technology, people will still need to learn other languages
because technology will, for the foreseeable future, be unable to cope with languages in
many natural settings. To appreciate this view, consider what technology can already
accomplish in the field of translation.

Most people who access the Internet have come across online MT systems, which
can translate text from one language to another. The traditional input method for
MT software has required users to type (or paste in) some text and then click on a
‘translate’ button. Recently, two other input methods have become popular. One is
the use of speech recognition (SR) software. Rather than typing, a user speaks into a
device, and the SR software converts that speech to text, which is then translated by the
MT software. Another method of input is facilitated by optical character recognition
(OCR) software. An image of text is converted by OCR software into ‘real’ text, which
is then translated by the MT software into the target language. As for output, text
in one language is outputted as text in another, which the user then reads, shows to
others, or pastes into a document. With the addition of Text-To-Speech (TTS) software,
outputted text can be converted into audible language. In this way, people can, in effect,
listen to you speaking in their own language.

All of these technologies exist, and have been incorporated into various devices.
The increasing portability of powerful digital devices such as smart phones makes

it easy to imagine scenarios in which a combination of these technologies can make
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communication in foreign languages possible without a need to learn them. So, why
bother learning other languages?

The answer is that now, and for many years to come, MT software will only be able
to cope with controlled input. In other words, in order to get reasonable translations, a
user has to control or limit the language that she inputs into MT software. For example,
MT software is not good at coping with long sentences or colloquial and idiomatic
phrases. Equally, MT software is poor at translating large amounts of text since it is
usually unable to recognise the connections between words and concepts in different
sentences. Furthermore, it doesn’t understand context and nonverbal cues, things that
humans can naturally perceive and incorporate into their interpretation of language.
SR software performs poorly in noisy environments, and so can only effectively be used
when the sound input is controlled, for instance, just one person speaking at a time in
a quiet setting. OCR is most effective when the text that the OCR software is trying
to recognise is clearly written, preferably printed, and not obscured by other text, or
objects. TTS software is quite advanced, but its output is only as good as its input.
To conclude, even though MT capable devices will become increasingly available, if you
want to comprehend anything more than short unconnected sentences, or communicate
effectively in anything more than simple phrases, you do need to learn one or more other

languages.
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(0) Learning other languages is now a thing of the past.

(O) MT software is good at translating complex naturally occurring language.
(O) MT software can translate controlled and limited text.
@)

OCR software converts an image of text so that it can be translated by
MT software.

(O) TTS software converts written text into spoken language.

(0) Typing text is the only way to input language into MT software.

00000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000 (0)00(0)00000000000000000000
(00 100)

(0) MT = TTS = SR
(0) OCR = MT = TTS
(0) SR = MT = TTS
(0) TTS = OCR = SR
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(0) MT software cannot be relied on because speech and optical recognition
input methods are now too advanced.

(O) The author thinks that MT software is reliable because it will soon be
able to cope with most situations in which language is used.

(O) The author claims that MT software is unable to perceive certain essential
aspects of language and communication.

(O) The author believes translation technology can be effectively used in most

situations, but also argues that we should still learn another language.
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At the moment, MT software is unable to translate anything but short
phrases. However, in the near future, we can expect both the methods of
input and output to improve significantly. Because of these advances in
artificial intelligence, the only reason to learn another language will be to
comprehend short sentences.

The abundance of devices capable of translating languages means that
there is no real need to learn other languages. ‘Input’ technology such
as SR and OCR software can convert almost any language into text that
MT software can then correctly change into another language.

The author believes that learning other languages will soon become a
thing of the past. MT software is already good at translating language
in various situations, and in the foreseeable future will be even better.
Because of these technological advances, he argues that there will soon
be no reason to learn other languages.

The author describes an extreme vision of the future in which people will
not need to learn other languages. He goes on to argue that this vision
is wrong because MT software can and will only be able to cope with
controlled language input. For this reason, he advises the reader to learn

one or more other languages.



Part 2 Personal Response to the Writing
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) In your own words, write a paragraph (at least 50 words) convincing a 12-year-

old to learn a new language.

oo

In your own words, write a paragraph (at least 50 words) explaining how

technology can both help and hinder learning.
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