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Part1 Reading Comprehension (BcA 60 A0)

Read the article below and answer the questions that follow.
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Source:

Sano, A. (2019, March 27). Coding will be mandatory in Japan's primary schools from 2020. Nikkei
Asian Review. Retrieved from https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Coding-will-be-mandatory-in-
Japan-s-primary-schools-from-2020
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According to the article, who is the target of programming education starting in April 2020?
(10 £2)

(A) junior high school students

(B) fifth and sixth graders at elementary school

(C) second graders at elementary school

(D) elementary school students who demonstrate strong math skills

(E) elementary school students who want to be IT specialists in the future

According to the article, what is the desired outcome of the mandatory programming education
starting in April 2020? (10 5%)

(A) to solve the challenges posed by the popularity of LED lights
(B) to help Japan build better quality computers

(C) to create more employment opportunities for children

(D) to help children develop digital drawing skills

(E) to increase the number of prospective tech workers

According to the article, why is Yuta Tonegawa somewhat cautious about the teaching of
programming in Japanese schools? (10 &)

(A) Programming will only be taught in a technology and home economics course.
(B) Programming will only be taught in a compulsory information class.

(C) Students will feel that programming is too challenging.

(D) Teachers can only be expected to teach the basics of programming.

(E) ‘Code for Everyone’ cannot profit from teaching programming.
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According to the article, in which year was the commitment made to introduce mandatory
programming into grade school? (10 50

(A) 2007
(B) 2012
(C) 2014
(D) 2016
(E) 2017

According to the article, what are two obstacles to mandatory programming education in Japan?
(10 %)

(A) training teachers and networking classroom computers

(B) networking classroom computers and installing software
(C) providing enough computers and adequate air conditioning
(D) managing curriculum guidelines and reducing costs

(E) assessing costs and understanding student abilities

According to the article, what opinion is held by Professor Ken Sakamura? (10 50)

(A) that Japan is a world leader in programming education

(B) that the U.K. has the most innovative programming education in the world
(C) that South Korea is a role model which Japan should follow

(D) that programming should be an independent school subject

(E) that programming is the most important school subject



Part2  Writing (BLA 40 45)

Answer the question below.

Why is being good at programming beneficial for university students? Answer with at least three
reasons. Write about 100 words in English.



