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Global design based on empathy with different cultures
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International virtual design workshop
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We participated in the International Virtual Design Workshop (IVDW), which was held over nine days in
October. About 40 participants from three countries were divided into six groups. Using the KJ method,
each group analyzed the changes in lifestyles and problems caused by the coronavirus situation. They
then proposed a new product and gave a presentation about it on the final day.
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We continued to improve a smartphone application to support the KJ Method which was started by
members of previous years’ projects. We tried to improve the app based on our experiences and
insights gained from the International Virtual Design Workshop.
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Through understanding and empathy for different cultures, we aim to acquire a global
perspective to solve various problems. By participating in an online design workshop with
university students from Korea, Singapore and Japan, we have deepened our international
understanding. Our experiences in the workshop guided us as we developed a system to
support the design process for solving problems. Another objective of this project was to
develop English language skills to help us to communicate, understand, and empathize with

people from other cultures.
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Pokelepo GO is a special kind of camera that allows users to experience a sense of place even
from a distance. In this project, we could walk around Hakodate and share our experience with

members who were actually far away. In this way, we could introduce Hakodate to an

international community even though they could not come to Japan due to the coronavirus
situation.
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In order to make the KJ Method go more smoothly online, we created a system to support
photo sharing. We made it possible to group photos and for users to have an online exchange
about them, making it easier to carry out discussions even in situations such as the coronavirus
situation.
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Learning to improve English

Learning to improve English



