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Part 1 (B 5 60 45)

Read the article below and answer the questions that follow.
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Source:

Higashi, T. (2021, July 11). Japanese high-tech startups breaking into disaster prevention field. Kyodo
News. Retrieved from https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2021/07/0c1160dd71d3-feature-high-tech-
startups-breaking-into-disaster-prevention-field.html
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According to the article, what is an advantage of startup companies in the field of disaster
prevention and reduction?

(A) They are already well established in the field.
(B) They have expertise in artificial intelligence.
(C) They are popular with local governments.
(D) They are not affected by natural disasters.
(E) They are able to respond quickly.

According to the article, which statement about the Wota Box released in 2019 is true?

(A) It was affordable.

(B) It provided drinkable water.
(C) It was difficult to transport.
(D) It was solar powered.

(E) It washed clothes.

According to the article, what problem with Wota’s device was identified in 2018?

(A) It was not sufficiently user-friendly.
(B) It only recycled 98% of the water.
(C) It was not waterproof.

(D) It was too expensive to operate.

(E) It cut off the water supply.

According to the article, who is Yusaku Izumi?

(A) the president of Wota Corp.

(B) a volunteer at Ikusa Inc.

(C) the designer of the Wota Box

(D) a founder of Kokua Inc.

(E) an employee of the Japan Research Institute
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According to the article, on what information was the development of Kokua’s products
based?

(A) other startups’ experiences

(B) Hironobu Azuma’s research

(C) disaster victims’ stories

(D) Yano Research Institute’s forecasts
(E) online catalogs

According to the article, which organization made a prediction about emergency supplies of
food?

(A) Ikusa Inc.

(B) Kokua Inc.

(C) Wota Corp.

(D) Yano Research Institute
(E) Japan Research Institute



Part 2 (B 5 40 5)

How can technology help people prepare for natural disasters? Write about 100 words in English.
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