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Abstract

In today’s society, zoos provide us with opportunities to come into contact with a variety
of animals that we do not usually have the chance to come into contact with, and to
gain knowledge about these animals. By actually visiting a zoo, it is possible to observe
and experience the real smells, voices, and appearances of animals, which are difficult to
experience through books and videos. A safari park is one of the facilities where these
things can be experienced. A safari park is one of the forms of zoos. The Ministry of the
Environment (2004) describes a safari park as a type of zoo where buses and passenger
cars are driven into a large free-range zoo where large animals and wild animals are
kept and visitors can view the animals from inside the vehicles. Japan is one of the
world’s leading zoo nations, with 90 zoos affiliated with the Japan Zoo and Aquarium
Association as of 2023. Including zoos that are not members of the association, there
are approximately 300 zoos, which is the second largest number in the world. There
are approximately 15 safari parks in Japan. Currently, zoos, including safari parks,
face a variety of challenges. The purpose of the Miraino Safari Project is to build a
new relationship between people and animals using information and communication
technology (ICT) in cooperation with Fuji Safari Park, and to address various issues
that arise in order to achieve this goal.

In the first semester, activities were conducted with the aim of developing animal-
centered devices and systems. In the preliminary research, we deepened our knowledge of
how animals are exhibited in safari parks and the characteristics of each animal through
interviews with zookeepers and fieldwork during online safari tours. The five devices
and systems developed in the previous year were brushed up. Specifically, we made
improvements and created new components focusing on the problems and issues faced
by the products, and held an exhibition. At the exhibition, we received feedback from
visitors. Through these activities, the participants acquired the skills and knowledge
necessary for production and the concept of exhibition. Based on the results of the
preliminary research and brush-up, the students developed ideas for their creations and
decided on the final ideas and concepts for their creations.

In the second semester, the group visited Fuji Safari Park from September 8 to 11,
2023, for an exhibition and fieldwork. At the exhibition, the brushed-up products
were displayed and actually experienced by visitors and zookeepers, and feedback was
obtained. During the fieldwork in Safari Park, we were able to obtain information
for future use in the final products by actually touching and observing animals in the
petting zone and safari zone, receiving explanations about the animals from zookeepers,
and learning about the exhibition methods. The three groups were then divided into
groups of three. The students were then divided into three groups and worked on their
final products. Group B produced a product called ”Tail Me,” which focused on the
expression of emotions through the use of tails. After the production, they made a
presentation at the project learning final result presentation held at Future University
Hakodate on December 8, 2023, and received feedback and questions and answers from
various people including faculty, students, and visitors from outside the university.

Keyword  Safari park, ICT, person, animal, relationship
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