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Part 1 (B 5 60 )

Read the article below and answer the questions that follow.
SpaceX launches 3 visitors to space station for $55M each

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- SpaceX launched three rich businessmen and their astronaut escort
to the International Space Station on Friday for more than a week's stay, as NASA joins Russia in
hosting guests at the world's most expensive tourist destination.

It's SpaceX's first private charter flight to the orbiting lab after two years of carrying astronauts there for
NASA.

Arriving at the space station Saturday are an American, a Canadian and an Israeli who run investment,
real estate and other companies. They're paying $55 million apiece for the rocket ride and
accommodations, all meals included.

Russia has been hosting tourists at the space station -- and before that the Mir station -- for decades.
Just last fall, a Russian movie crew flew up, followed by a Japanese fashion tycoon and his assistant.

NASA is finally getting into the act, after years of opposing space station visitors.

"It was a hell of a ride and we're looking forward to the next 10 days," said former NASA astronaut
and chaperone Michael Lopez-Alegria on reaching orbit.

The visitors' tickets include access to all but the Russian portion of the space station -- they'll need
permission from the three cosmonauts on board. Three Americans and a German also live up there.

Lopez-Alegria plans to avoid talking about politics and the war in Ukraine while he's at the space
station.

"T honestly think that it won't be awkward. I mean maybe a tiny bit," he said. He expects the "spirit of
collaboration will shine through."

The private Axiom Space company arranged the visit with NASA for its three paying customers: Larry
Connor of Dayton, Ohio, who runs the Connor Group; Mark Pathy, founder and CEO of Montreal's
Mavrik Corp.; and Israel's Eytan Stibbe, a former fighter pilot and founding partner of Vital Capital.

Before the flight, their enthusiasm was obvious. Stibbe did a little dance when he arrived at the launch
pad at Kennedy Space Center.

SpaceX and NASA have been upfront with them about the risks of spaceflight, said Lopez-Alegria,
who spent seven months at the space station 15 years ago.
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"There's no fuzz, I think, on what the dangers are or what the bad days could look like," Lopez-Alegria
told The Associated Press before the flight.

NASA's Kathy Lueders, head of space operations, said there's a lot to learn from this first wholly
private station visit. "But man, was this launch a great start," she told reporters.

Each visitor has a full slate of experiments to conduct during their stay, one reason they don't like to be
called space tourists.

"They're not up there to paste their nose on the window," said Axiom's co-founder and president,
Michael Suffredini, a former NASA space station program manager.

The three businessmen are the latest to take advantage of the opening of space to those with deep
pockets. Jeff Bezos' rocket company Blue Origin is taking customers on 10-minute rides to the edge of
space, while Virgin Galactic expects to start flying customers on its rocket ship later this year.

Friday's flight is the second private charter for Elon Musk's SpaceX, which took a billionaire and his
guests on a three-day orbit ride last year. SpaceX's fifth flight of NASA astronauts to the station is
coming up in just a couple weeks.

Axiom is targeting next year for its second private flight to the space station. More customer trips will
follow, with Axiom adding its own rooms to the orbiting complex beginning in 2024. After about five
years, the company plans to detach its compartments to form a self-sustaining station -- one of several
commercial outposts intended to replace the space station once it's retired and NASA shifts to the
moon.

[.]

Source:
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Mainichi Japan (2022, April 9). SpaceX launches 3 visitors to space station for $55M each. The
Mainichi. https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20220409/p2g/00m/0sc/004000c



According to the article, when did a Japanese fashion tycoon visit the International Space
(1) Station?

(A) after the American, Canadian, and Israeli businessmen arrived

(B) after NASA joined Russia in hosting tourists

(C) after SpaceX's first private charter flight to the International Space Station
(D) after a Russian movie crew visited

(E) ten days after reaching orbit

(2) | According to the article, in addition to transportation what does the $55 million ticket include?

(A) accommodations, meals, and unlimited access to the International Space Station
(B) accommodations, meals, and limited access to the International Space Station
(C) accommodations and meals only

(D) accommodations only

(E) none of the above

According to the article, how can visitors gain access to the Russian portion of the
International Space Station?

©)

(A) by spending seven months at the International Space Station
(B) by acquiring permission from the three cosmonauts on board
(C) by avoiding talking about politics

(D) by asking the former NASA astronaut

(E) by showing the spirit of collaboration

(4) | According to the article, were the visitors informed of the risks of spaceflight?

(A) No, because spaceflight is without risk.

(B) No, because the visitors did not want to know about the risks.

(C) Yes, the visitors were told about the risks before going to space 15 years ago.
(D) Yes, because SpaceX and NASA have been honest about the risks.

(E) Yes, because NASA's Kathy Lueders is an expert on space safety.



(5) | According to the article, why do the visitors dislike to be called space tourists?

(A) because they conduct experiments

(B) because they are not on Earth

(C) because they work for Russia

(D) because they do not purchase souvenirs
(E) because they work for SpaceX

At the time that the article was written, how many times had SpaceX flown NASA astronauts
to the International Space Station?

(6)

(A) two
(B) three
(C) four
(D) five
(E) six



Part 2 (B 40 5)

If it were possible, would you like to fly to the International Space Station? Explain your answer in as
much detail as possible. Write about 100 words in English.
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