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This class explores the rich history and evolving future of intelligent systems, from ancient
automatons to today’ s Al technologies. Delivered through a unique blend of face-to-face
workshops and dynamic online sessions, the course invites students to examine key figures,
technologies, and ideas that have shaped thefield. Many students highlight the value of the hybrid
format, where interactive workshops foster discovery and active participation, and online sessions
introduce up-to-date news and perspectives on global trends.

The course encourages students to think deeply, share their views, and build a collaborative
learning environment. A key goal is to develop a sense of the rhythms of change over time, and
especially to gain perspective on the current rapid pace of technological development.
Underpinning the study of intelligent systems, the class policy is framed by the concept of
humanics—the understanding that as we build machines to do more, we also uncover deeper
questions about what it means to be human: how we live, how we think, how we learn, and how we
relate to one another in an increasingly algorithmic world.
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The smaller size of graduate school classes provides a chance to introduce learning
environments that are radically different from what students have been accustomed to. The
workshops draw on my experience of facilitating events around the world to curate a set of
activities. The online classes are also designed to encourage interactivity and group work.
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This class attracts overseas students. The workshops provide both an opportunity and a
challenge to mix cultures in the classroom, and the online classes are designed to be
accessible across language barriers.
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Seeing minds begin to think during workshop sessions. The impetus to keep track of news
across a wide range of fields, and exploring the world’ s ideas and directions alongside the
students.
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[If you take this class, please remember to complete the feedback survey at the end of term.
My courses consistently receive some of the highest satisfaction ratings in the university, but
the university sets an arbitrary response rate target and discards results from classes that
don’ t meet this threshold. Your feedback matters—it helps ensure that your experience and
your peers’ voices are heard and counted.



