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Abstract

In this project, we focused on the concept of “characters” themselves and explored
various modes of expression that go beyond their conventional functions of reading and
writing. As approaches to characters, three perspectives—living beings, music, and
harmony—were established, and participants were divided into groups to experiment
with expressions that combine characters with each perspective. Through these group
activities, we sought to discover the values and appeal inherent in characters and to
explore new forms of experience derived from them, referred to as Experiences of Written
Language. This report presents the outcomes of the group focusing on characters and
living beings.

Our group created a character series called Ikikana, which integrates hiragana char-
acters with living creatures. By representing hiragana as living beings, we aimed to
reimagine characters not only in terms of their shapes and meanings but also through
the imaginative interpretation of their latent personalities and movements, thereby en-
abling characters to be experienced as richer entities.

The designs and videos of Ikikana were shared on social networking services, through
which we received a wide range of feedback. As a result, the potential for application
as educational material for children was suggested; however, issues such as the difficulty
of understanding certain aspects of the designs were also identified.

Keyword Experiences of Written Language, Animation, Hiragana
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[1] Elayne Reiss-Weimann, Rita Friedman, Liz Callen,
The Letter People: An Alphabet Literacy Program,

New Dimensions in Education (later Abrams Co. Publishers, Frog Street Press), 1968—
2020.
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