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Abstract

This project was conducted as an experiential international project-based learning program
with the aim of deepening cross-cultural understanding and broadening international
perspectives. In this academic year, with participation in the International Summer Design
Workshop 2025 (hereafter ISDW2025) as its central focus, the project sought to relativize
participants’ own perspectives and values within an international environment and to apply
these experiences to activities and deliverable creation in the latter half of the year. In the first
semester, as preparation for ISDW2025, students worked to improve communication skills
and foundational abilities in co-creative design. Wednesdays were designated as
“Communication Day” and Fridays as “Design Day,” during which students exchanged
opinions in English on international topics and learned co-creative design processes through
idea organization using the KJ method. ISDW2025 was held over ten days from August 21 to
31 in Tokyo and Hakodate, with students participating from five countries: Japan, Taiwan,
South Korea, Thailand, and Singapore. Through collaboration in multinational mixed teams,
participants practiced design activities from an international perspective and experienced
rapid idea generation and prototyping within a limited time frame. In the latter half of the
semester, based on the experiences gained through ISDW2025, an exhibition was held at the
museum on the third floor of the university. The exhibition presented the outcomes of the
activities and showcased a prototype of the group work support application “Growp,” while
collecting feedback from visitors. Subsequently, based on the feedback obtained, development
was initiated on “Growp,” an application designed to visualize individual characteristics using
the Big Five personality traits. Through this project, participants developed cross-cultural
understanding, problem-solving skills in an international environment, and cross-cultural
communication abilities. These experiences became an important foundation for future

international activities.

Keywords Experiential project-based learning, International collaboration, Cross-cultural

understanding, Communication, Design, Application
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54.2 ASHFISH

PROBLEM STATEMENT

Overtourism and poor or unclear facilities make the area’s living space
dirty, leading to misunderstanding with tourist and locals about smok-
ing resulted in the littering of cigarette butts along the streets of Ueno.

OUR SOLUTION
We made a new smoking area design, with posters and videos to teach
and remind peopleThe design looks like a scavenger fish and can be

placed in big parks or small streets. With the posters and videos, people
can quickly find the smoking area.

PRODUCT POSTER

BN

-dirty street
- no smoking area

AFTER

- bins installed
- no cigarette

13 ASHFISH
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543 MAMOLINK
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54.6  Walk n" Snap

Walk n’Snap
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