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Part 1: Reading Comprehension (B s 60 A)

Use the information in the article to answer questions (1) — (6). For each question, choose one answer
(A,B,C,DorE).

Nagoya startup's 'Kurofune' app supports foreigners' life, work in Japan

NAGOYA -- A startup here has developed a daily life support app for foreigners in Japan, hoping to
make it easier for them to work and live in the country with peace of mind.

The company, Kurofune Inc., was launched at Nagono Campus, a base for startups in Nagoya's Nishi
Ward. Its Kurofune Life Support app allows foreign residents to order medicines online in their own
languages, and the company is coming up with new services in succession.

Its development of the app comes amid an increase in the number of non-Japanese working in the
country -- the figure has risen by more than 2.5 times compared to 10 years ago and is expected to
increase in the future as Japan faces a labor shortage.

In March, the company launched a "souvenir service." This allows app users across Japan to purchase
products that logistics firms collect and send to their home countries, allowing them to save both time
and money.

The majority of foreign workers in Japan regularly send medicines and daily necessities to their families
in their home countries. Kurofune president Ryo Kurakata, 32, points out, "They buy large quantities at
discount chain Don Quijote or drug stores, pack them into cardboard boxes at home and then carry them
to post offices to send to their own countries. Some technical trainees spend one of their two days off a
week on this. Now, they can use a smartphone to do the same thing during their breaks at work."

There are currently seven services customers can use through the app. Four of them, including a 24-hour
consultation service and online pharmacy in their own language, are free of charge. The paid plan, which
costs 16,500 yen (about $120) a year, covers income compensation insurance in case they become
unable to work due to injury or illness, overseas remittances with low fees, and Japanese language e-
learning. Companies employing foreign workers have apparently been introducing the system as part of
their welfare packages.

At first, Kurofune focused on job placement introductions, but it made a transition to lifestyle support.
The change came after the founder took part in an entrepreneurship school for young people the second
year after the founding of the business. When he went out into the field and heard directly from
companies and foreigners in Japan, he found that their concerns regarded daily life, not their work
environments as he had envisaged. "This is it," Kurakata thought. He and fellow company members
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came up with a range of services, and completed the app to serve as the platform.

Staff from seven countries support the company. Their work is wide-ranging, from translation to
customer service, sales and other business. The company is particularly focusing on opening up avenues
to users who have not yet arrived in Japan. If they download the app in advance in their own countries,
then they can obtain information on Japan and study Japanese.

"If they progressed a bit with the language and then came to Japan, picked up a Wi-Fi signal at the airport
and launched the app, they wouldn't have trouble in their lives -- that would be perfection," says Kurakata.
He is aiming to provide the kind of infrastructure for foreign workers that would make them say, "I can't
get by without this app."

Kurofune is a reference to the "black ships" -- western vessels that arrived in Japan in the 19th century,
leading Japan to end its period of isolation. Kurakata hopes that his company will be just like those black
ships, opening Japan to the world.

(Japanese original by Atsuko Ota, Nagoya News Center)

Source:
7 H it et

Mainichi Japan (2023, May 2). Nagoya startup's 'Kurofune' app supports foreigners' life, work in
Japan. The Mainichi. Retrieved from
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20230501/p2a/00m/0bu/011000c



According to the article, which one of these groups of people does Ryo Kurakata intend to

(1) support?

(A) Japanese students

(B) Japanese people abroad
(C) non-Japanese workers
(D) elderly volunteers

(E) young entrepreneurs

According to the article, why is the number of foreigners working in Japan expected to
increase?

@)

(A) Medicines and daily necessities will become easier to buy.

(B) Apps are being developed to make their lives easier in Japan.

(C) The Kurofune Life Support app will make it easier for foreigners to enter Japan.
(D) There will not be enough workers in Japan.

(E) The number of young Japanese people going overseas to work will increase.

According to the article, which of the following comes free with the Kurofune Life Support

G) | app?

(A) Japanese language learning

(B) income compensation insurance
(C) overseas remittances

(D) a consultation service

(E) job placement introductions

According to the article, what did the president of Kurofune learn about foreigners in Japan after
he started his business?

)

(A) They were concerned about issues related to daily life.

(B) They used smartphones to order food during lunch breaks.
(C) They needed help finding jobs.

(D) They had problems with their work environments.

(E) They found it difficult to open bank accounts.



©)

(6)

According to the article, what is Kurofune concentrating on now?

(A) increasing the number of foreigners working in Japan
(B) making the app work on multiple platforms

(C) helping users of the app before they arrive in Japan
(D) assisting users of the app to find jobs

(E) selling medicine online

According to the article, what is Ryo Kurakata's goal for the Kurofune Life Support app?

(A) for it to be available in seven languages

(B) for people around the world to use it to learn Japanese

(C) for it to help people find jobs

(D) for it to become indispensable for non-Japanese workers
(E) for it to help foreigners in Japan to get strong Wi-Fi signals



Part 2: Writing (Bt A 40 £3)

Would you like to live and work abroad? Explain your answer in as much detail as possible. Write
about 100 words in English.



(CHOR=IFEHETHS)



Part 3 (B 50 )

ROILFEZwE Ay, LT ORWIZEZ K.

ELWA T ¢ 7E 28 S 237201003, 28I LT« M DR
MWL HY ET, PIAITEED IO ISR AR EVTAIZIIRERSR SN0 . bR
KU Z I 2RISR SN0 T500, BELWWA BT 4 T2 B0
Z & E BRI L CTEesREN DL 5T,

L2aL, NIHT L EBETITED RN, b W) Z 2RI HARBINRH Y 7,

A AT ZVOFERFTIZEN T, LT O X 9 7okt R THiUE L2 (Gneezy and Rustichini,
2000), FEVRFTCIEFME 4 FRCEAIBAMZICHKD Z L1222 > TvE Lz, BB CBIN-54.
B LDV TR 22T 0 £8 A, FERFTOZEMNIT T 4R E TORBOANEZENT
Wl B RSN OB 2 iR B D LW O REENE L TWE LT,

Z 2 TCHEBTIE, 10 0L BB THIZATRIZEIZ 10 =40 () 400 ) OFERE S5
ZEIZR 0 E LT, BNFIEERIT VW EE S OTHIVUL, ZOeEMHIEIZ L > TERLTL
ZEIESIETCT, [ () | SenBIhisA—T GPARD 2B TE, BlEh
W=7 GRHRERE) (TR TENA T 28OBPF RIS L0 T, Tk L2 265
IZHEIN U E LT, 228 () SIS A EANT D Z &L THEIRPHSTZOTL X 9,

ZOFEBFERIL. T (V) AU T LbBsE&TEnn ] 2 L% (o) EITRLTWET, 48k
BRI NE . BAI LB E > TIRE L2528 2 2 LT3 L A3 T2 O JR
DEENE T, BAERET 28I D 3 A M I LIREKO T2 KREJJE T TV ZAILE -
T, E2 2 L THREICHEIC A D 2 & AN Rl T Lz, L LEIENEASHD &
10 &= 7L 0 SIS B A0 5 = & T () PRI (DA72< b b—i) IR BN
NET, TOMRICL > TEAZ#T D3R FEFFREEN TEI->TLE-7HE, Eleriho
TEND TR EEITEIE 720 £, 818l Lo THHMlIE L - 72D 75, ;. ADT-VWRFH
BROZ LR TRaL ] BRDZENTEDE0V I DITTY, EBRTIX, (W) ZDE KL
TEBLOED (F2) Bl A #ET CTEND Z L 200 BE D b E o7 LRI DD T,

IO X HIT, EEMEEINANEEE RO LT (cowdout) | LESZ L% (V)2 T7UT
AT T RNIREEVET, A 8T 4 T EH G5 DT-OICGERNESI 28 AT 554,
ZOLHEESEA~DO N RA IE L BT 20N H Y £,

ARILSERE « =oRsE— (2023). ZEIROFRZ < ERREH R L EBPM  HASRFHRH
i (HHRED 72 H—EBLZE)

&y A7 47 2L D2tT O BROFEA - Btk - L 2o b T L.

-6-



1 ZEMOHCHTTELEHRRIAL LT, HbEYLR ORI OT N LY, i TF
z .

A) BRIz E 213

B) EZITEDEY
©) L ZANE <’\é° Lz
(D) ZHL & [RERIC

M2 FEE(T)DOFUR & FREOERIZ e D 6 D ZIBIR O N LI XTHRY, L5 TEX L.

NUNEG A S SENG TN

(B) NIk L T4 THED 20

O BETEH ADNDEE LILRWD, BRENEHTZLEWN D DT TN
(D) 72 NTITBETED RV A BN D

(B) BeTEIK L9572 NFFED W20

(F) BETEDR2NE D e NITFEH W20

fI8  THREER() & CHDFEANZDONT, ALPOENRE LT bIEY 72 S D% LI EHUsR I
DHENLIED, LT TEHELL.

(=) E
(A) ESICHEED@BY THDHZ &
B)EZ B> THONOLT<HATHZ L
O EFRIE-TNDZ &
D) BEIIIfFELRN &

) AW
(A BED—EEE RS Z &
B)HATay ba—LTE5HZ L
() LOWIHNZ DD Z &
D) HOBLUESDERITLDIZEZD ANELOHIPAD Z &

M4 TFHEBCANCOWNWT, ZOX I RFERE RS- AOHI &S L TROBE SR b D EIRDE
RO FNGEDY, L TELL.

(A) FIBHIE A2 EANT DRI D, BAEZRET HEZ00 5 2 A FOIFE ) PIREK LI Y K
XNEE TV ANE ST D

(B) 10 3LL BB THZ K- HEIE & WV I HIEDS, 10 /oA 72 AL T H L &R S
L, NRRSEEEA T HIE LD D

O ZL< DANFREEIZIVBZEADTZOVRFFLEFFOZ L ABET -V EE L TN DG

D) R-E L& 2 & BRI DB O 7= DITBINDE S 2 D720 EWIT R0 D



5 THERZ)DBNARE T D L EZHND BDEROFIREDOHFN LY, LETEZL.

(A) FRECEEN, FECNEB DBIKCAR T T 4 TIRBORBRZ M5 L 512/ b &,
BREONRE TR T T 4 TR ETHRBOH D NBEFNCI2D Z &

B) T E IR E ST L 7-DIEENHRIME 525 2 L1275 L, [BE&EDTEDIZe-T
WDHDIT TR &, FELRDPZ > TRDRERLS T L

(C) MEFFEZ EDR TR M LEAEHET 5 &, BEORHI M LAMEZ < TH
HANINTHZ L

(D) BETHRELIHE L= NS 2R Z LT 5 &, b EHHEL TV AN
WEDT=OTFICHE Y 7o B E AT H LI, TNNEFEERICEEL X TLEI Z
k

16 THESONZDOL K UH LS HT GEND Z 2D oxnEhico
W, BT ERE AR & BRI B AL T, RE LA D IR & B AR T 558
TN D a A FORNERN ED L 9B LT EFAT 510 DR A2V LT-.

(1]  BOZEWMO~DITiD <Y TEED LOEERBEA)~D)DOH 1 HEY, L5 TEZ L.

2] TE1&ZBT TREND Z & 2008 ([2oWT, Si4H|EE AR & S04 H EE A% T
AL LB A3 A 30 A 150 FLAN TRt L. S Z 0ROZEM@ L@
WS TR TR IR DR AR5 2 L.

*
EDESICRELER | SIEERITTEND S LEPHIR
S EEE AR o) )
SIEHEEAR ©) @

(A) TRE L2 D IR > BA 2R T 585002 h D 3 A b
B) trRE LA I HIRER < B RS D52 h 0% A A |k
(O RE L2 E D IREIR L E@OF > BT D550 D 3 Z b
(D) B L 257 5 IRER & Bl < BRI EZRET D550 n5 2 A b



	AO-A
	AO-B



