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Part 1: Reading Comprehension (B s 60 )

Use the information in the article to answer questions (1) —(6). For each question, choose the best answer
(A,B,C,DorE).

FEVEMERAE DT O RIESUIEM L TH Y £

Source:

The Yomiuri Shimbun (2024, April 20). Decrease in the number of bookstores: Protect important
cultural centers. The Japan News. Retrieved from https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/editorial/yomiuri-
editorial/20240420-181563/






(M

According to the article, what percentage of municipalities do not have a bookstore?

(A) 10%
(B) 25%
(C) 45%
(D) 55%
(E) 75%

(2) | According to the article, what does Ken Saito say about bookstores?

(A) They are important cultural centers.

(B) They are the foundation of local businesses.
(C) They are the basis for improving education.
(D) Many people use them.

(E) Large-sized ones are the most popular.

(3) | According to the article, which of the following is a problem facing bookstores?

(A) fees for cashless payments

(B) alack of interest in reading

(C) alack of quality books

(D) competition from social media

(E) people do not have enough time to read

(4) | Based on the article, what do bookstore representatives hope Ken Saito will do?

(A) decrease the number of online bookstores

(B) make customers use cashless payments

(C) consider the problems faced by all small-sized enterprises
(D) help bookstores survive

(E) increase the number of libraries in Japan



©)

(6)

According to the article, what did 75% of respondents to the nationwide survey say?

(A) They wanted bookstores to extend their opening hours.

(B) They would prefer to buy books online.

(C) They bought books after reading about them online.

(D) They wanted bookstores to have a larger selection of books.

(E) They would prefer that bookstores were easier to get to from their homes.

According to the article, what is one way that bookstores can attract more customers?

(A) improve in-store lighting

(B) sell products other than books
(C) provide play areas for children
(D) streamline the checkout process
(E) rent out e-readers



Part 2: Writing (BLA 40 5)

Do you like to read books? Why or why not? Explain your answer in as much detail as possible. Write
about 100 words in English.
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